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How can Helcom and 
its member countries 
contribute to the UN 

Decade of Ocean 
Science for Sustainable 

Development?



Presentation Outline

What is the UN Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development?

Why a Decade of Ocean Science?

A Vision for the Decade 

Preparing the Decade: 2018-2020
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Decade of
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Sustainable
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A global collective 
research

and investment
framework
to close the 

knowledge gaps
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A global framework to 
support ocean data 

collection and sharing
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A global framework to structure and boost scientific efforts at national 
and international levels to address global and regional SD challenges
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A global framework to 
support efforts to 

reverse the cycle of 
decline in Ocean health

& create improved
conditions for 

sustainable development



What is the
UN Decade of

Ocean Science for
Sustainable

Development?
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On 5 December 2017, the UN General Assembly proclaimed the Decade of 
Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030).

Resolution A/72/L.18 calls upon the IOC to prepare an Implementation Plan for the Decade in 
consultation with:
• Member States;
• UN partners;
• Institutional partners;
• Other relevant stakeholders.
And to report to the UN Secretary-General about the implementation of the Decade.

Resolution A/72/L.18 also invites UN-Oceans to 
collaborate with IOC.
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Between 2018 and 2020, the UNGA tasked IOC with preparing the 
Decade and coordinating the development of an Implementation Plan 
which will include:

- Science Plan
- Capacity Development Plan
- Resource Plan

- Communications &
Engagement Plan
- Monitoring & Reporting

Implementation Plan



19 Members from 6 UN Regional 
groups
Selected by IOC
Officers through a broadly 
disseminated Call for nominations 

Representing relevant and varied 
field of Expertise: 
international
programmes in ocean science and its 
numerous applications
& in sustainable development of 
oceans, 
science-policy
interface and capacity development.

Executive planning Group 

EPG Main tasks:

• Provide advice on the form and 
structure of the Decade
including governance arrangements,
• Support the drafting of 
Implementation Plan for the
Decade, to be finalised for UNGA 
consideration
• Engage and consult relevant 
communities – advise on the
engagement process and actively 
participate
(Ambassadorial role)
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A global framework that will
ensure Ocean Science
can help governments
and societies achieve

the major goals of 
our generation

2030 AGENDA UN PROCESSES for SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 



Societal outcomes

A Clean Ocean 
Sources of pollution are identified, quantified
and reduced, and pollutants removed from the 
Ocean.

A healthy and resilient 
Ocean 
Marine ecosystems are mapped and protected, 
multiple impacts, including climate change, are 
measured and reduced, and the provision of 
Ocean ecosystem services is maintained.

A predicted Ocean 
Society has the capacity to understand current 
and future Ocean conditions, forecast their 
change and impact on human wellbeing and 
livelihoods.



A safe Ocean 
Human communities are protected from ocean
hazards and the safety of operations at sea and 
on the coast is guaranteed.

A Sustainable
Productive Ocean 
The provision of food supply and alternative 
livelihoods are secured.

A transparent and 
accessible Ocean 
All nations, stakeholders and citizens have access
to ocean data and information, technologies, and 
are capable of making informed decisions.

The Decade will be mission-oriented



A Vision for the Decade
Develop scientific knowledge, build 

infrastructure, and foster partnerships for a 
sustainable and healthy ocean



Pickup by practice –> stimulated bottom-up 

Science breakthroughs –> top-down designed Solutions 

Resources

Principles: Inclusive & transformative, focused on solutions  

Mapping, 
digital atlas

Observing
systems

Ecosystem
knowledge

Data & 
information

Multi-harzard
warning 
systems

Models for 
Ocean 

prediction

CD, TT, Ocean 
Literacy

Flagship 
projects



Preparatory Phase: 
2018-2020



Key principles of the Decade
Inclusive & transformative A Two-way process, 

regionally driven  
Science 

Community

Policy-makers
& practioners

Businesses & 
Industries 

Civil Society 

Donors

Top down approach

Bottom-up 
approach





GLOBAL & REGIONAL CONSULTATIONS  CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

GLOBAL PLANNING MEETING 1 GLOBAL PLANNING MEETING 2

Regional
Workshop 

1

REGIONAL WORKSHOPS

EPG (provide guidance in the organisation and structure of these meetings)

 Assess the status of 
Ocean research vs 
Decade objectives

 Further develop R&D 
Priority Areas and 
needs in response to 
Societal Outcomes

 Address cross-cutting
issues ( CD, Financing, 
Ocean Literacy, Data 
exchange)

Regional 
Workshop 

2

Regional
Workshop 

3

Regional
Workshop 

4

Regional
Workshop 

5

Regional
Workshop 

6

 Communicate the purpose & 
expected results to all 
stakeholders

 Engage & consult the OC and 
workshop possible themes

 Consolidate inputs 
from various
consultations

 Structure 
Implementation plan 
& governance

 Formalise 
partnerships

 Address cross-cutting
issues

Multistakeholder participation Multistakeholder participation Multistakeholder participation





How can HELCOM contribute?

Align the Science plan in Helcom with the 
Decade. Participate in the regional planning 
process.

Identify common activities i.e. Ocean 
observations, mitigation of pollution, stakeholder 
dialogues, ocean literacy....

Take the lead in a specific topic area, arrange 
regional or thematic workshops.

Collaborate with other regional conventions
globally – build capacity, share knowledge and 
experiences.

Activate your networks
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Get in touch

Write to us:
oceandecade@unesco.org

Follow all Decade news: 
http://oceandecade.org 

Social media:

IocUnesco IocUnesco ioc_unesco

Towards The Ocean We Need 
for the Future We Want

v.ryabinin@unesco.org

The United 
Nations 

Decade of 
Ocean Science 

for Sustainable
Development

(2021-2030)


